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For the record, a whale is NOT a fish, it is a mammal1

INTRODUCTION

The Book of Jonah is one of the most controversial books of the Old Testament.  After all, how can
a whale swallow a man and then spit him out on the shore?  That is absurd! That is the conclusion
one who is not enlightened would reach. We shall deal with the question of whether Jonah was
swallowed by a whale  or a Great Fish later. But consider this:1

Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the sons
of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, "O sun, stand still at Gibeon, And O moon in the valley of
Aijalon." So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, Until the nation avenged themselves of their
enemies. Is it not written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stopped in the middle of the sky and
did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. There was no day like that before it or after it,
when the Lord listened to the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel. 

Joshua 10:12-14 (NASB) 

How could the sun possibly stand still for a whole day? That is harder to believe than the account of
Jonah and the great fish.

So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, "Father, I thank You that You have
heard Me. "I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so
that they may believe that You sent Me." When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud
voice, "Lazarus, come forth." The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with
wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said* to them, "Unbind him, and let
him go." 

John 11:41-44 (NASB) 

Is it any easier to raise the dead than help Jonah in the belly of a fish? So, those who say it couldn’t
happen must not believe that much of anything happened anywhere in the Bible!

The introduction will serve well to introduce the primary players, Jonah and the Ninevites. Jonah is
mentioned in the Scriptures as below. The one Old Testament references is below.:

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of
Israel became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. He did evil in the sight of the Lord; he
did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin. He restored
the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the
word of the Lord, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah the son of
Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher. For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, which was
very bitter; for there was neither bond nor free, nor was there any helper for Israel. The Lord did not
say that He would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, but He saved them by the hand of
Jeroboam the son of Joash. 

2 Kings 14:23-27 (NASB) 

Jonah was, indeed, a prophet of the Lord.  Then, in the New Testament, Jesus Himself spoke of
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Jonah. 

As the crowds were increasing, He began to say, "This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks
for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. "For just as Jonah became a sign
to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. "The Queen of the South will rise up
with the men of this generation at the judgment and condemn them, because she came from the
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is
here. "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment and condemn it,
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is
here. 

Luke 11:29-32 (NASB) 

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You." But
He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign
will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of the sea monster , so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth. "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and
will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than
Jonah is here. 

Matthew 12:38-41 (NASB) 

Jesus Himself attested not only to the existence of a prophet named Jonah, but noted in particular
is stay in the belly of a fish. Jonah was a real prophet and this book is a God-ordained book.
Some commentaries make the assumption that this book was much larger and this is only a portion.

The assumption is made because of the “vav” å that begins the book.  It is often translated “and,” or
“now”

Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
Jonah 1:1 (KJV) 

The more trustworthy commentaries point out the normal usage here,

The narrative commences with  åÇéÀäÄé , as Ruth (1:1), 1 Samuel (1:1), and others do. This was the
standing formula with which historical events were linked on to one another, inasmuch as every
occurrence follows another in chronological sequence; so that the Vav (and) simply attaches to a
series of events, which are assumed as well known, and by no means warrants the assumption that
the narrative which follows is merely a fragment of a larger work (see at Joshua 1:1). 

— Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament

I have been arguing this for years in regard to Genesis 1:2.

And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

Genesis 1:2 (KJV)
The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was moving over the surface of the waters. 
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Genesis 1:2 (NASB) 

Therefore, I conclude that this book is complete as God inspired it.
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THE PROPHET'S FIRST COMMISSION  (1:1-2) 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city
and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me." 

Jonah 1:1-2 (NASB) 

This book begins with the call to Jonah to perform a work for the Lord.  It was the same type of call
the all of the prophets had.

 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not fear, Abram,  I am
a shield to you;  Your reward shall be very great."  Genesis 15:1 (NASB)

 Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Samuel 15:10 (NASB)

 But in the same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying,  2 Samuel 7:4 (NASB)

 When David arose in the morning, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Gad, David's seer,
saying,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 Samuel 24:11 (NASB)

 Now the word of the Lord came to Solomon saying,  1 Kings 6:11 (NASB)

 Now the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying,  
1 Kings 16:1 (NASB)

 Now it happened after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying,
"Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of the earth."  

1 Kings 18:1 (NASB)

 Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying,  
Isaiah 38:4 (NASB)

 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah after Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the
neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,  

Jeremiah 28:12 (NASB)

 the word of the Lord came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans
by the river Chebar; and there the hand of the Lord came upon him.)  

Ezekiel 1:3 (NASB)

 Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying,  
Haggai 1:3 (NASB)

 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah the
prophet, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo saying,  

Zechariah 1:1 (NASB)

This phrase is found 102 times in the NASB! The most prolonged discussion of the Lord sending
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someone on a mission is when Moses met Him in the burning bush.

Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 'The God
of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall I say
to them?" God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of
Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 

Exodus 3:13-14 (NASB) 

Moses was not satisfied to say “God sent me!”  He wanted the name of this God that was sending
him.  So, God obliged him by giving him His name “I AM.”  Now that does not make much sense

when used as a name so we do not try to translate it (except here).  The name is äåäé (YHWH). In
order to pronounce it, you need a couple of vowels.  No one knows for sure that the vowels are
because of a practice to transcribing the Scriptures which I shall not get into.  The situation is that it
very likely should be Yehweh. Again, for reason I will not go into, for centuries it was pronounced
Jehovah, which is not correct.

I think we all need to put things into prospective.  How come God called all these people in the Old
Testament to witness for Him?  The answer? The same reason He calls on you and  me to be
witnesses for Him.  There would be no missionaries today if they were not called. There would be no
preachers in the pulpits today if God did not call them.  Calling a person is not just an Old Testament
phenomena! 

 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me."
There are two imperative verbs in this verse.  “Arise” is a command to stand up from a restive
position.  Once in the vertical position, the second command is to move.  Taken together, it is a
strong imperative for someone to obey some command. 

There is an interesting comparison to be made here.

"Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me."
"Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you."

The second command is from Jonah 3:2.  To begin with God called Jonah to cry AGAINST that
wicked city.  In Chapter 3, the call is to proclaim TO it. There is some reason to believe that, had
Jonah risen and gone and “cried against Ninevah,” that, having been warned, Ninevah would have
been destroyed.  Unfortunately for Jonah, he did not view it that way. Was Jonah a bit prideful,
thinking his cry to them would save them?  God did not tell him what the result would be.

Sometimes God gives us things to do that we would rather not do and it is because we do not
understand God.  We do not understand God’s motives. Here, Jonah had three options

1. Arise and go to Nineveh as commanded
2. Sit and do nothing
3. Arise and go and flee away from Nineveh.

Jonah chose the last choice.
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THE PROPHET'S FLIGHT FROM JEHOVAH; THE GREAT STORM  (1:3-11) 

But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. So he went down to Joppa,
found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. The Lord hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a
great storm on the sea so that the ship was about to break up. Then the sailors became afraid and
every man cried to his god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to lighten it
for them. But Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down and fallen sound asleep. So
the captain approached him and said, "How is it that you are sleeping? Get up, call on your god.
Perhaps your god will be concerned about us so that we will not perish." Each man said to his mate,
"Come, let us cast lots so we may learn on whose account this calamity has struck us." So they cast
lots and the lot fell on Jonah. Then they said to him, "Tell us, now! On whose account has this
calamity struck us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country?
From what people are you?" He said to them, "I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord God of heaven who
made the sea and the dry land." Then the men became extremely frightened and they said to him,
"How could you do this?" For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord,
because he had told them. So they said to him, "What should we do to you that the sea may become
calm for us?"—for the sea was becoming increasingly stormy. 

Jonah 1:3-11 (NASB) 
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Tashish is not the same of Tarsus, Paul’s home.2

But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. So he went down to Joppa,
found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to
Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

Instead of going East to Ninevah, he went West, attempting to get to Tarshish  - as far from God as2

possible.  Little did he realize how far he would get!

The Lord hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the ship was
about to break up. The text is very vivid here.  A storm did not just arise as one normally does. The
Lord hurled a great wind on the sea. The Lord actively “hurled” a great storm on the sea. The Lord
had rained fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah, He allowed Satan to cast great tragedies
on Job. The Lord was taking a mighty action against His truant prophet.

I have little doubt that the ship would have been lost except for two factors: (1) it was not in God’s
plan and (2) Jonah finally confessed his sin.

Then the sailors became afraid and every man cried to his god, and they threw the cargo which was
in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. The storm was so bad that the sailors became “religious”
and turned to their gods. I have no idea who the sailors were - perhaps some were Jews who cried
out to the Lord.  The event reminds me of the time that Elijah challenged the false priests to call fire
down from their gods and were unable to. Then Elijah seceded in a mighty way (I Kings 18:20-40).

Many years later there was another ship in peril.

But before very long there rushed down from the land a violent wind, called Euraquilo; and when the
ship was caught in it and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and let ourselves be driven along.
Running under the shelter of a small island called Clauda, we were scarcely able to get the ship's
boat under control. After they had hoisted it up, they used supporting cables in undergirding the ship;
and fearing that they might run aground on the shallows of Syrtis, they let down the sea anchor and
in this way let themselves be driven along. The next day as we were being violently storm-tossed,
they began to jettison the cargo; and on the third day they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their
own hands. Since neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small storm was assailing
us, from then on all hope of our being saved was gradually abandoned. 

Acts 27:14-20 (NASB) 
.

In both cases, God’s spokesman stood up and provided hope.  Paul stood up and promised that his
God would not allow the ship and sailors to perish.  Here, in Jonah’s case, the process was different.
But Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down and fallen sound asleep. So the
captain approached him and said, "How is it that you are sleeping? Get up, call on your god. Perhaps
your god will be concerned about us so that we will not perish." While the ship was in peril of sinking,
Jonah was asleep down in the hold.  This reminds me of Jesus asleep in the boat on the Sea of
Galilee. 

The sailors had each called on their respective gods for relief and there was none. Everyone was
praying with no results. Jonah was asleep!  There could only be one answer, it must be Jonah’s God
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that was causing the raging storm. 

Each man said to his mate, "Come, let us cast lots so we may learn on whose account this calamity
has struck us." So they cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. Now wasn’t that silly - casting lots to see
whose fault the storm was?  May I remind you that the casting of lots was common.  Judas’ successor
was chosen that way.

"Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the scapegoat.  
Leviticus 16:8 (NASB)

"You shall describe the land in seven divisions, and bring the description here to me. I will cast lots
for you here before the Lord our God.  

Joshua 18:6 (NASB)

These also cast lots just as their relatives the sons of Aaron in the presence of David the king, Zadok,
Ahimelech, and the heads of the fathers' households of the priests and of the Levites—the head of
fathers' households as well as those of his younger brother.   

1 Chronicles 24:31 (NASB)

Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.   
Acts 1:26 (NIV)

In my opinion, the casting of lots is proper provided the following actions have been taken.
1. All other means of distinguishing God’s will have been exhausted
2. Prayer is made seeking the Lord’s will through the casting of lots.

In this case, the Lord must have controlled the casting of lots because the lot fell on Jonah! This
brought forth a lot of questions from the crew members.

1. Then they said to him, "Tell us, now! On whose account has this calamity struck us? 
2. What is your occupation? 
3. And where do you come from? 
4. What is your country? 
5. From what people are you?

Who was this man whose God brought such a horrible storm? Jonah gave them an honest answer.
He said to them, "I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord God of heaven who made the sea and the dry
land."  The reaction to Jonah’s confession are of interest.

Then the men became extremely frightened and they said to him, "How could you do this?" For the
men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. Apparently,
Jonah had told the men why he was on this trip - he was fleeing from the Lord God. No wonder the
Lord brought on this terrible storm. It was now up to Jonah to do something to quell the storm. 

So they said to him, "What should we do to you that the sea may become calm for us?"—for the sea
was becoming increasingly stormy.  Help!!
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THE PROPHET SWALLOWED BY THE GREAT FISH  (1:12-17) 

He said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea. Then the sea will become calm for you, for
I know that on account of me this great storm has come upon you." However, the men rowed
desperately to return to land but they could not, for the sea was becoming even stormier against
them. Then they called on the Lord and said, "We earnestly pray, O Lord, do not let us perish on
account of this man's life and do not put innocent blood on us; for You, O Lord, have done as You
have pleased." So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. Then
the men feared the Lord greatly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. And the
Lord appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish three days
and three nights. 

Jonah 1:12-17 (NASB) 

He said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea. Then the sea will become calm for you, for
I know that on account of me this great storm has come upon you."  Jonah may have been weak in
failing to go to Nineveh but he showed his faith in instructing them to cast him overboard.  We are
not told what was in Jonah’s mind at this point of time.  Did he know that the Lord would prepare a
great fish to save him? I rather doubt that. Did he think the Lord had some other way in mind to save
him? I rather doubt that as well.  I think the prophet had decided he had outlived his usefulness to
the Lord and it was his time to die.

In spite of Jonah’s instructions, the  men rowed desperately to return to land but they could not, for
the sea was becoming even stormier against them. I suspect that they did not think throwing him
overboard would help. Also, as seasoned sailors, they would naturally be reluctant to cast Jonah
overboard.  Perhaps, if they did, Jonah’s God would make it even worse for them. 

Then Jonah prayed and said . . .  no, Jonah did not pray.  He should have but did not. Then they
called on the Lord and said, "We earnestly pray, O Lord, do not let us perish on account of this man's
life and do not put innocent blood on us; for You, O Lord, have done as You have pleased." 

This result reminds me of Joseph.

But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in God's place? "As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many
people alive. "So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." So he
comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

Genesis 50:19-21 (NASB) 

If we interpret this in the light of the above passage, does this mean that God intended for Jonah to
flee as he did?  What was the result?  In Jonah’s disobedience, he had a whole crew of men praying
to the Lord God and acknowledged Him as the/a God of great power.  So in refusing to witness in one
place, Jonah witnessed in another!

 So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the sea stopped its raging. So Jonah finally
got the old “heave-ho” and was tossed into the raging sea.

Jonah is to be commended for telling the truth but not for taking his life in his own hands. He should
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have surrendered his life to the Lord and let Him give the orders. Had he fallen to his knees and
confessed his sins to God, Jonah might have seen the storm cease and the door open to a great
opportunity for witness on the ship.

Bible Exposition Commentary

But what did happen? The sea stopped its raging. Then the men feared the Lord greatly, and they
offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. The men on the ship were saved from the sea. They
may have also been saved in the Old Testament sense of the word. So Jonah drowned and this is
the end! No!!

The Lord appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish three
days and three nights. Perhaps The Message translation expresses this the best.

Then God assigned a huge fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah was in the fish's belly three days and nights.
Jonah 1:17 (MSG) 

Other than being “big” there is nothing special about this fish except for its size. It was a “huge” fish.
The term would indicate an exceptionally large fish.

Alright, so a fish might swallow a man. Has it ever happened again? 

In the late 1920s a seaman was swallowed by a large sperm whale in the vicinity of the Falkland
Islands. After three days he was recovered unconscious but alive, though he had some damage to
his skin (Harrison, p. 907). 

http://www.bible-infonet.org/ff/articles/apologetics/108_11_15.htm

Keil & Delitzsch, in a footnote to this section of Jonah, make some important observations:

1) The squalus carcharias L. is common in the Mediterranean.
2) One such shark has been found with an entire horse inside.
3) Someone has observed one "through whose throat a fat man could have easily passed.
4) "In 1758 a sailor fell overboard from a frigate ... into the Mediterrean Sea and was

immediate taken into the jaws of the sea-dog ... and disappeared. The captain,
however, order a gun ... to be discharged at the shark, and the cannon-ball struck it, so
that it vomited up again the sailor that it had swallowed, who was taken up alive and 
very little hurt..."

What is a miracle?  If there have been a few accounts of something happening, the fact that it
happens in a certain place, at a certain time, and in a certain way still makes it a miracle. There is one
factor that many do not consider.  We have already read it.

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

Matthew 12:40 (NKJV) 
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If Jonah had spent only 2 days in the fish, or as long as 4 days, it would not be a precursor for the
death and resurrection of Christ!
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THE PROPHET'S PRAYER; JEHOVAH'S ANSWER  (2:1-10) 

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish, and he said,
 "I called out of my distress to the Lord,

 And He answered me.
 I cried for help from the depth of Sheol; 

You heard my voice.
 "For You had cast me into the deep, 

Into the heart of the seas, 
And the current engulfed me.

 All Your breakers and billows passed over me.
 "So I said, 'I have been expelled from Your sight. 

Nevertheless I will look again toward Your holy temple.' 
"Water encompassed me to the point of death. 

The great deep engulfed me, 
Weeds were wrapped around my head.

 "I descended to the roots of the mountains. 
The earth with its bars was around me forever, 

But You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God. 
"While I was fainting away,
 I remembered the Lord, 

And my prayer came to You, Into Your holy temple. 
"Those who regard vain idols 

Forsake their faithfulness, 
But I will sacrifice to You 

With the voice of thanksgiving. 
That which I have vowed I will pay.

 Salvation is from the Lord." 

Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah up onto the dry land. 
Jonah 2:1-10 (NASB) 

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish. There are some that contend
that Jonah was not in the stomach of the fish - he was still in the mouth or throat.  On what is this
based? It is based on the idea that God can’t perform miracles such as needed here.  This is
nonsense! At the end of the chapter we will read where the fish “vomited” Jonah up. Using the usual
meaning of the term, Jonah would have had to be in the stomach.

Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit
it. 

Proverbs 25:16 (KJV) 

In several studies I have commented on our position of prayer. 

AN INFORMAL PRAYER -- THE PRAYER OF CYRUS BROWN

“The proper way for a man to pray”
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said Deacon Lemuel Keyes,
“and the only proper attitude

is down upon his knees.”

“Nay, I should say the way to pray,”
said Reverend Dr. Wise

“is standing straight with outstrecthed arms
and rapt and upturned eyes.”

“Oh, no, no, no.” said Elder Snow
“Such posture is too proud

A man should pray with eyes fast closed
and head contritely bowed.”

“It seems to me his hands should be
astutely clasped in front.

With both thumbs a pointing toward the ground.”
Said Reverend Hunt.

“Las’ year I fell in Hodgkins well
head first,” said Cyrus Brown,

“With both my heels a-stikin’ up,
my head a-p’inting down,

An’ I made a prayer right there an’ then;
Best prayer I ever said;

The prayingest prayer I ever prayed,
A-standin on my head.”

 Sam Walter Foss
http://www.cfoss.com/the_bible.html

I suspect that praying from the belly of a fish is considerable more difficult than it is from being upside
down in a well. Note from the formatting of this prayer that it is in poetic form. When does one write
poetry? When one has such strong feelings they can not be expressed with prose. 

I called out of my distress to the Lord, And He answered me. Pay attention to the pronouns here.
Jonah himself is relating this experience.  Of course, who else but God could?

The “distress” that Jonah had comes from the Hebrew “tsarah” which is also found below.

When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress
and anguish cometh upon you. 

Proverbs 1:27 (KJV) 

I suppose it is not necessary to further elaborate, one can imagine what it might be like in the belly
of a fish.  Jonah was in great distress (I suspect the fish didn’t feel very well either!) 

 “I cried for help from the depth of Sheol; You heard my voice.  "For You had cast me into the deep,”
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Here Jonah likens the experience to that of being in Sheol. Jesus related about Lazerus and the Rich
Man.

"Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man
also died and was buried. "In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw* Abraham far
away and Lazarus in his bosom. "And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for
I am in agony in this flame.' 

Luke 16:22-24 (NASB) 

Here the term “Hades” is used but this word is equivalent to Sheol. The Rich Man’s agony was from
the heat, Jonah’s agony was no doubt aggravated by the digestive juices in the fish. In addition, I
believe it is significant here that, literally, Jonah said, “I cried for help from the belly of Sheol. The fish
was Jonah’s Sheol.  

Jonah says that he was in the “deep.” There are two words in the Hebrew translated “deep.” One is
found (for example) in Genesis

The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was moving over the surface of the waters. 

Genesis 1:2 (NASB) 
 

In Genesis, the word is related to things like “bottomless pit” etc.  Here, the word that is used refers
to a more literal deep - which was where Jonah was. He was the heart of the seas. He continues with
And the current engulfed me.  All Your breakers and billows passed over me. "So I said, 'I have been
expelled from Your sight. At this point the tone of Jonah’s prayer changes.  To be expelled from the
sight of the Lord is as bad as it gets.  I could get corny here and say, “When you are as low as you
can get, the good thing is anything you do will be an improvement.”  There is a point here, however,
Jonah was powerless. There was nothing and noone who could help him - except the Lord!
 
Nevertheless I will look again toward Your holy temple.' 

Now he gets to the heart of his prayer.  He looks toward God’s temple. Do not ask me how he would
know what direction it was in - this has to be taken figuratively. 

Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof
chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees three
times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously. 

Daniel 6:10 (NASB) 

When Daniel was in trouble, he prayed. He prayed as he always did - facing out the window toward
Jerusalem where the Temple was (or had been). Jonah is getting very sincere in his prayer.

"Water encompassed me to the point of death. 
The great deep engulfed me, 
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Complete Word Study Dictionary3

Weeds were wrapped around my head.
 "I descended to the roots of the mountains. 
The earth with its bars was around me forever

Jonah was now “dead.” So, when he refers to the “great deep” he used the other word for “deep,” the
one from Genesis 1:2. 

The phrase “to the roots of the mountains I sank down” echoes the painful event of descending into
his grave. “Roots of the mountains” suggests a belief that the foundations of the mountains lie in the
depths of the earth, which are covered by the sea (cf. Sir 16:19). Jonah was expressing his feeling
of being in the deepest part of the ocean, as far removed from the world of human habitation as it
was possible to conceive. Any help or hope was completely out of reach

New American Commentary.

For three days, Jonah was as good as dead.  He was, in a sense, as dead as Christ was when He
spent three days in the grave. Perhaps you never thought about it this way but have you ever asked
if Christ was really dead for three days? From the physical standpoint, one would consider that both
were dead.  Jonah had to be “resurrected” just as did Christ.

As the crowds were increasing, He began to say, "This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks
for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah. "For just as Jonah became a sign
to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. 

Luke 11:29-30 (NASB) 

Jesus referred to the “sign of Jonah.” The Greek word here, sçmeíou, is a. Sign, mark, token, miracle
with a spiritual end and purpose.”  The Jews, generally speaking, were familiar with the account of3

Jonah.  By causing Jonah to go through this experience, God gave his people and understanding of
what had to happen.  

The earth with its bars was around me forever. So this is the end of this study. Jonah is a goner!

Well....no, it didn’t quite happen that way!

But You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God. 
"While I was fainting away,
 I remembered the Lord, 
And my prayer came to You, Into Your holy temple. 

Jonah’s prayer was not in vain. The Lord heard his prayer and brought Jonah up from the pit. Jonah
had prayed toward the Lord’s Temple. So, it is natural that this is where his prayer was received. As
Jonah was fading into unconsciousness, his prayer was heard. 

"Those who regard vain idols  Forsake their faithfulness, But I will sacrifice to You  With the voice of
thanksgiving.  That which I have vowed I will pay.  Salvation is from the Lord." 
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Jonah did something here that we often neglect. As a result of answered prayer, Jonah would
sacrifice to God, thank God, and declare His salvation.  He immediately thanked the Lord. 

This chapter may be the “happiest” section in the entire book. These verses contain the story of
miracle and grace, praise and thanksgiving, deliverance and renewed hope. In this chapter the poor
fish is relieved of its cargo (few ever express sympathy for the difficult days of this marine creature).
In these verses are found the education of the pouting prophet and the affirmation of God's
sovereignty. It is God who is the most important character. He is the one who affects salvation, and
he is the one who enables deliverance. Neither Jonah nor the fish had control. It was God and God
alone.

 New American Commentary
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THE PROPHET'S SECOND COMMISSION; HIS OBEDIENCE; THE REPENTANCE
OF NINEVEH  (3:1-10) 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city
and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you." So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh
according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days' walk.
Then Jonah began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried out and said, "Yet forty days
and Nineveh will be overthrown." Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast
and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them. When the word reached the king of
Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth and
sat on the ashes. He issued a proclamation and it said, "In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his
nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water. "But
both man and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that each
may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands. "Who knows, God may
turn and relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish." When God saw their
deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity which He
had declared He would bring upon them. And He did not do it. 

Jonah 3:1-10 (NASB) 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city
and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you. We have looked at this verse
previously.  In the first chapter Jonah was to go up and “cry against it.”  Now he is to go and make
a proclamation to it. God gave him a message to preach to the Ninevites and this time Jonah was
going to obey. 

 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. What happens next is what
Jonah had feared back in chapter 1.  He was afraid the people would repent and God would not
destroy them. Now, and the great thing God had done for him, he is ready to obey the Master’ will.
" So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. 

Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days' walk. There are a number of conjectures
of what “a three day’s walk” means here.  The most common is that it would take three days to walk
around the perimeter of the city.  Let make a few calculations:
1 You walk 4 miles per hour
2 You walk 10 hours a day
This means that, in three days, you would have walked 120 miles.  Now a circle 120 miles in
circumference would be about 38 miles across.  Theat would be a very large city.  Have you ever
seen a city that was an exact circle?  If the city was laid out like a 6 sided star, the area would be 18
miles across.  Most cities are shaped irregularly so the perimeter would be even larger compared to
the diameter. Hence the city might have been only 10 miles across.  That is not much for a large city,
Nineveh the great city.

 Jonah went right to work.   Then Jonah began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried
out and said, "Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown." If the city were 10 miles across, he had
not gotten very far into the city when his presence was made known. This would be even more likely
if his countenance was badly distorted from being in the fish.
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His message was, "Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown."   Forty is a number of significance
in the Scriptures. It occurs nearly 60 times in the Bible.  Below are some of the more significant
references.

 For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will
destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made."   Forty is the number of a final
test.

Genesis 7:4 (NKJV)

 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, "Suppose there should be forty found there?" So He said,
"I will not do it for the sake of forty."   The Lord considered 40 people enough to save the cities.

Genesis 18:29 (NKJV)

And the children of Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate manna
until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.   (see Numbers 13:25 below)

Exodus 16:35 (NKJV)

 So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up into the mountain. And Moses was on the
mountain forty days and forty nights.    God revealed all that Israel needed to know in 40 days!

Exodus 24:18 (NKJV)

 And they returned from spying out the land after forty days.   Forty days is the number of testing -
see Luke 4:2 below) (They ate manna for 40 years, verse Ex. 16:35, above) one year for each day
they spied the land and, also because 40 years was significant of a generation.

Numbers 13:25 (NKJV)

 "Thus let all Your enemies perish, O Lord! But let those who love Him be like the sun When it comes
out in full strength."  So the land had rest for forty years. Forty years is counted as the number of
years for a generation  

Judges 5:31 (NKJV)

 And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and
the angels ministered to Him.   Jesus was tested for forty days (He passed the test!)

Mark 1:13 (NKJV)

 being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when
they had ended, He was hungry.   (See previous verse)

Luke 4:2 (NKJV)

 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by
them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.   
Forty days was sufficient to prove the Lord’s resurrection.

Acts 1:3 (NKJV)

So, the Lord was giving Ninevah its full “40 days” to repent.

From a human perspective, this entire enterprise appears ridiculous. How could one man, claiming
to be God's prophet, confront thousands of people with this strange message, especially a message
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of judgment? How could a Jew, who worshiped the true God, ever get these idolatrous Gentiles to
believe what he had to say? For all he knew, Jonah might end up impaled on a pole or skinned alive!
But, in obedience to the Lord, Jonah went to Nineveh.

Bible Exposition Commentary

After the experiences Jonah had been through, he followed through doing exactly as the Lord told
him.  Surprise of surprise! The people all believed him  

Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth from the
greatest to the least of them. I believe a more fitting translation here would be “from the oldest and
wisest to the young and naive.” A strange transformation occurred in the land.  Not even Billy
Graham, at his peak, had a response like this!  With such a commotion in that great city, the news
of it was bound to reach the king and it did. When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose
from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth and sat on the ashes.

 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and
went out into the midst of the city and wailed loudly and bitterly.  

Esther 4:1 (NASB)

 O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth  And roll in ashes;  Mourn as for an only son,  A
lamentation most bitter.  For suddenly the destroyer  Will come upon us.   

Jeremiah 6:26 (NASB)

 So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting,
sackcloth and ashes.  

Daniel 9:3 (NASB)

 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had been performed in Tyre and
Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  

Luke 10:13 (NASB)

This was the attire for one who was greatly grieved.  I believe Job is the most famous example of this.
Here, the king not only repented too, he issued a proclamation ordering all in that city to repent. 

He issued a proclamation and it said, "In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not
let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water. "But both man and
beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that each may turn from his
wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands.

The inclusion even of animals in this royally mandated fast is the act of a desperate monarch and a
desperate people. Fasting and uncomfortable dress represented self-denial. By eschewing normal
comforts and making themselves physically miserable, they sought to show the genuineness of their
prayers for mercy. This action was an attempt to impress forcibly upon the Lord the sincerity of
Nineveh's repentance. It was an attempt to move the heart of God and lead him to relent. In other
words, they were using every option available, including superstition. Perhaps they also felt that
combining their cries of contrition with the pleading of the animals for water and food would rise as
one mighty prayer for mercy to this God who threatened their destruction.

New American Commentary 
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There is a matter that needs to be noted here. Was there a chance god would spare them? The
answer has to be “yes!”  Why would God warn them and give them 40 days to repent if judgement
was sure.  What if the people had not repented? To answer this, you need to consider another
question.  Would God have gone through all this trouble with Jonah and getting him to speak if He
was just going to destroy the city? No!  Many may not agree with me but I think this touches, in type
at least, to the “doctrine of election.”  God had ordained for these people to repent and he very
forcefully made Jonah be the means.

The people of Ninevah, however, were no where near as confident as I have just expressed myself.
 "Who knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish."

They held out hope that, by their significant acts of repentance, they would escape the pronounced
judgement.  Their hopes were well founded. When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their
wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon
them. And He did not do it. 

So Jonah became a famous prophet, respected by the people of Nineveh and Jonah was a happy
man.  So ends this book.  Or, one would think this would be the ending point.  However, because of
Jonah’s response, we have one more chapter to study.
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THE PROPHET'S DISPLEASURE; THE SHELTERING GOURD  (4:1-11) 

But it greatly displeased Jonah and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, "Please Lord,
was not this what I said while I was still in my own country? Therefore in order to forestall this I fled
to Tarshish, for I knew that You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant
in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity. "Therefore now, O Lord, please take my
life from me, for death is better to me than life." The Lord said, "Do you have good reason to be
angry?" Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it. There he made a shelter for himself and
sat under it in the shade until he could see what would happen in the city. So the Lord God appointed
a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And
Jonah was extremely happy about the plant. But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next
day and it attacked the plant and it withered. When the sun came up God appointed a scorching east
wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul
to die, saying, "Death is better to me than life." Then God said to Jonah, "Do you have good reason
to be angry about the plant?" And he said, "I have good reason to be angry, even to death." Then the
Lord said, "You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work and which you did not cause
to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. "Should I not have compassion on
Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference
between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?" 

Jonah 4:1-11 (NASB) 

But it greatly displeased Jonah and he became angry. I think this is a good place to look at this is
some paraphrased translations.

Jonah was furious. He lost his temper. He yelled at God, "God! I knew it—when I was back home,
I knew this was going to happen! That's why I ran off to Tarshish! I knew you were sheer grace and
mercy, not easily angered, rich in love, and ready at the drop of a hat to turn your plans of
punishment into a program of forgiveness! 

Jonah 4:1-2 (MSG) 

For three chapters, in spite of having a man swallowed by a fish, the actions have been pretty easy
to understand.  I have not made as many references to commentaries and other works as I usually
do.  But, chapter four is altogether different.  The above passage is difficult to understand.  How can
one be so angry and disappointed that people have been saved from hell fire and damnation?  Jonah
was obedient to God outwardly as he took the message to Nineveh, but, inwardly, he was the same
Jonah that attempted to flee to Tarshish. 

If this book had ended at the last verse of chapter 3, history would have portrayed Jonah as the
greatest of the prophets. After all, preaching one message that motivated thousands of people to
repent and turn to God was no mean accomplishment. But the Lord doesn't look on the outward
things; He looks at the heart (1 Sam. 16:7) and weighs the motives (1 Cor. 4:5). That's why Chapter
4 was included in the book, for it reveals "the thoughts and intents" of Johah's heart and
exposes his sins.

Bible Exposition Commentary

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far
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as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. 

Hebrews 4:12 (NASB) 

"Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for death is better to me than life." The Lord
said, "Do you have good reason to be angry? I could pass over this section quickly, but a thought
struck me as I read this.  We speak to God through our prayers.  God often answers with answer to
our prayers.  Does a man ever have a direct conversation with God Himself.  If your answer is “No,”
than I must be a strange individual because there have been a few times in my life where God has
communicated with me. 

So He said, "Go forth and stand on the mountain before the Lord." And behold, the Lord was passing
by! And a great and strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before
the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not
in the earthquake. After the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a
sound of a gentle blowing. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went
out and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said, "What
are you doing here, Elijah?" Then he said, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets
with the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away." 

1 Kings 19:11-14 (NASB) 

There is an example of the Lord speaking in a “still small voice” (KJV) to Elijah.  They had a private
communication.  So, what I am working up to here is that we have recorded for us a conversation
between Jonah and the Lord Himself.

O Lord, please take my life from me, for death is better to me than life." The Lord said, "Do you have
good reason to be angry? That was the conversation. Apparently it fell on deaf ears as Jonah is said,
to go out from the city and sat east of it. There he made a shelter for himself and sat under it in the
shade until he could see what would happen in the city. 

So, now, he have another defect in Jonah’s relation with God.  Even though God said he was not
going to destroy the Ninevites, Jonah, nevertheless, set up a place where he could see the grat city
and see what the forty days would bring. He probably made an awning and stocked up on Diet Coke
and Oreo cooking, waiting to see the results.  What was it he actually saw?

Well, he saw that God appeared to be really merciful. So the Lord God appointed a plant and it grew
up over Jonah to be a shade over his head to deliver him from his discomfort. And Jonah was
extremely happy about the plant. God saw that Jonah’s shelter was not as good as it ought to be so
he made it more suitable for his “bad boy” by “appointing a plant” to shelter Jonah.

I but “appointing a plant” in quotes because of its relation to a previous verse.

And the Lord “appointed a great fish” to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish
three days and three nights. 

Jonah 1:17 (NASB) 
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We do not know what kind of plant this was anymore than we know what sort of fish it was.  In any
case, the Lord caused these things to come into being. It must have been a special plant because
I know of no plant that, in less than forty days, would grow up enough to be protection for Jonah.
Especially in that arid type of environment.

The following commentary expresses the situation quite well.

God listened to Jonah (Jonah 4:1-4). For the second time in this account, Jonah prays, but his
second prayer was much different in content and intent. 

He prayed his best prayer in the worst place, the fish's belly,
He prayed his worst prayer in the best place, at Nineveh where God was working. 

His first prayer came from a broken heart,
His second prayer came from an angry heart. 

In his first prayer, he asked God to save him
In his second prayer, he asked God to take his life! 

Once again, Jonah would rather die than not have his own way.
Bible Exposition Commentary

I have taken the liberty of reforming the above citation to emphasize what is being said.

What happens next may seem a bit strange.  But, God has a special ability to produce object lessons.

Jonah was extremely happy about the plant. But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next
day and it attacked the plant and it withered. When the sun came up God appointed a scorching east
wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul
to die, saying, "Death is better to me than life." 

At this pont this may seem to be a strange order of events.  This is because God is giving Jonah ans
object lesson and we have not yet reached the object.  No sooner had Jonah found the plant
refreshing to him than a worm came and ate it up. I commented on how a plant could grow so quickly
- I could also comment on how a worm could consume it so quickly.  Jonah was bitterly disappointed
that the plant which had flourished so greatly was gone so quickly.  There must be a lesson in this!

The Lord resumes his conversation with Jonah. Then God said to Jonah, "Do you have good reason
to be angry about the plant?" And he said, "I have good reason to be angry, even to death."  I would
suppose you and I would probably be pretty unhappy about the demise of the plant.

Then the Lord said, "You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work and which you did
not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. Truer words could not have
been spoken.  Can you imagine Jonah’s disappointment when the plant was gone?

God’s conversation (and this book) ends with, "Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great
city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right
and left hand, as well as many animals?" 
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What was Jonah’s answer? Well, first, this is not the type of question which requires an answer and,
second, this is the end of the book!
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REFERENCE WORKS USED IN JONAH

Bibles: The NASB (1995 edition) is the primary Bible test used.  Others will be indicated in the text.
The NASB translation has the best possible Hebrew at the expense of less than perfect English. In
contrast, those who worked on the NIV strove for perfect English and, as such, it is not as true to the
Hebrew. You can’t have your cake and eat it too!

BIBLE EXPOSITION COMMENTARY -  THE PROPHETS

Here at last is The Bible Exposition Old Testament Commentary, anthologizing the best seller the "Be
Series." This extensive four-volume set will help you discover the exciting truths of the Old Testament
Scriptures wrapped in the warm, personal style of one of America's best-loved Bible teachers.

Study the entire Old Testament, from Genesis through Malachi, in digestible sections that emphasize
personal application as well as biblical content. And be spiritually enriched, as have hundreds of
thousands of other pastors, teachers, and students of the Word who have benefited from this
best-selling series with over 3 million copies in print.

The Bible Exposition Commentary doesn't read like a commentary but rather like a letter from a dear
friend

KEIL & DELITZSCH COMMENTARY ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 

This is a ten volume set. The volume used here is Volume 10 : The Minor Prophets. 

NEW AMERICAN COMMENTARY

Volume on “Amos, Obadiah, and Jonah,” by Billy K Smith and Frank S.Page.

COMPLETE WORD STUDY DICTIONARY: Old Testament

The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament is the final volume in AMG’s Word Study
Series. These Bible study tools are designed to make the original languages of the Bible accessible
to every student of the Word of God. Authors: Warren Baker and Eugene Carpenter.
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